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A      C      G      O     U      N      T 


O   F     A 


Very  infeaious  DISTEMPER  prevail' 
ing  in  many  Places. 


MAny  years  ago,  a  dlilemper  appear- 
ed in  this  and  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring counties,  which,  at  firft,  gave  no 
apprehenfion  to  thofe  afFecled  with  it,  of 
any  thing  more  than  a  flight  and  com- 
mon ailment  j  but  was  foon  difcovered 
to  be  of  the  venereal  kind,  or  the  fouldif- 
eufe.  It  has  prevailed  ever  fince,  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree,  at  different  periods, 
in  different  places  ;  fometimes  indeed  a* 
bating  both  in  ftrength  and  frequency  j 
it  feemed  to  be  fo  much  upon  the  decline, 

as 
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as  to  give  hopes  that  it  would  intirely 
ceafe.     But,  if  at  any  time  it  lay  unadive, 
and,  in  appearance,  almofl  extinguifhed, 
it  was  only  to  break  forth  again  with  re- 
doubled force,  or  fome  new  and  more  ag- 
gravated  circumftances.     Great  are  the 
perplexity  and  diftrefs,  the  lufpicion  and 
tei-ior  caufed  by  it   where-ever  it  comes  ; 
and  hitherto  nothing    has  been  able  to 
prevent  the  Spreading  of  it.      As  this  is 
a  matter  of  general  concern,  becaufe  every 
one  is  more  or  lels    in  danger,  and   no 
particular  notice  has  been  taken  of  the 
difeafe,  it  was  thought  proper,   in  this 
public  manner,  to  give  Iqme  account  of 
it  in  its  various  appearances,  the  progrefs 
it  has  made  in  thefe  parts,  and  how  it  is 
propagated  ;  in  order  to  fhew  by  what 
means  it  is  moft  likely  to  be  lubdued, 
and,   if  poffible,  exterminated.     It  is  be-^ 
lieved  to  have  been  brought  into  the  low 
country  from  the  highlands,    where    it 
prevails  vinder  the  name  of  Si  been  s   or 
SiyvENs  ;  and  tradition  has  it,  that  it 
was  firft  introduced  into  that  part  of  the 
kingdom,  in  the  time  gf  Cromwell,  by 

the 
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the  foldiers  he  put  in  garrifon  there. 
With  us  it  is  frequently,  but  improperly, 
called  the  Tazus  ;  which  is  a  very  diffe- 
rent malady.  From  a  fuppofed  difference 
of  caufes,  fome  imagme,  it  is  as  im- 
proper to  call  it  venereal.  However,  to 
exprefs  in  fome  Ibrt  the  nature  of  it,  it  is 
here  clafled  with  a  difeafe,  to  which,  if 
not  the  fame,  it  has  an  exadl  refemblance, 
both  in  its  fymptoms  and  cure  ^  and  it  is 
jio  lefs  infectious. 

I*  It  firft  appeared  here  in  the  form 
of  a  fore  throat,  or  an  inflammation  of 
the  uvula  or  pap  of  the  haivfe,  as  it  is 
termed,  and  neighbouring  parts.  The; 
tonfils^  or  almonds  of  the  ears^  were  oftea 
fuperficially  ulcerated,  appearing  either 
raw,  or  covered  with  a  white  flough. 
Frequently,  there  was  a  thrufli,  that  is, 
ivhite  fpecks  and  floughs^  upon  the  roof 
of  the  mouth  and  infide  of  the  cheeks 
and  lips,  which  commonly  fhewed  itfelf 
at  the  corners  of  the  mouth,  in  a  fmall 
rifing  of  the  ikin,  of  a  pearl  or  whey-co- 
lour J  where  likewife  a  very  fmall  excre** 
fcqnce  or  flefi^  fprouting  like  a  rafp,  often 
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appeared,  which  turns  into  a  fcab,  and 
is  a  pretty  fure  fign  of  the  difeafe,  al- 
though there  be  no  thruQi  or  fore  throat. 
Sometimes  there  was  a  hoarfenefs.  The 
iivula  has  been  deflroyed  by  it.  ChiN 
dren  on  the  breaft  feized  with  it  in  th^ 
mouth  and  throat,  periflied  for  hunger, 
not  being  able  to  fuck  or  fwallow.  In  a 
few  inftances  the  fubmaxillary  glands,  or 
kernels  tinder  the  lo'juuer  jaw,  have  been 
confiderably  fwelled. 

2.  Acquiring  greater  ftrength,  and 
afFeding  more  the  habit,  it  appeared  in 
the  form  offmall  puftules,  or  blujhes  of  a 
dirty  hue,  which  breaking  left  a  dry 
crult,  with  bluenefs  around,  and  ulcera- 
ted deep  into  the  cellular  membrane,  or 
fatty  fart  belonv  the Jktn>  Children  moft- 
ly  were  the  fubjecls  of  it  in  this  form. 
Thefe  puftules  chiefly  occupied  the  belly, 
groins,  and  fides  ;  fometimes  they  were 
feen  on  the  face.  The  ulcers  ufually 
made  but  fmall  progrefs ;  being,  for  the 
moft  part  J  no  bigger  than  the  top  of  one's 
finger  or  thumb  ;  fome  long,  fome  round, 
others  irregular,  and  pretty  clean,  with 

flightly 
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flightly  inflamed  lips,  or  edges.  In  fome 
inftances  however,  running  together, 
they  fpread  to  a  great  extent ;  fo  that  all 
the  fatty  membrane  of  the  belly  below 
thp  navel,  has  been  laid  into  one  large 
foul  ulcer,  with  fuch  intolerable  and  pe- 
culiar flench,  that  thofe  in  this  condi- 
tion might  be  faid  to  be  rotten  before 
they  were  dead.  In  fome  children  the 
whole  fcalp  has  been  in  a  mortified  ftate, 
the  ears  ready  to  drop  off.  Smaller  ul- 
cers formed  likewife  on  the  breaft  and 
face,  covered  with  a  purulent  qv  mattery 
flough,  and  always  remained  in  a  dead 
ftate,  without  pain  or  inflammation,  and 
hardly  ever  growing  larger. 

3.  Still  increaiing  in  malignity,  it 
affumed  another  appearance.  Boils  here 
and  there,  fuppurating  or  bealing^  form- 
ed ulcers  in  different  parts,  in  the  arms, 
flioulders,  face,  legs,  and  feet ;  and  pene- 
trated as  far  as  the  mufcles  ovjlejhy  parts ^ 
leaving  them  quite  bare,  and  feeming  to 
eat  fuperficially  into  them.  They  were 
of  a  high  florid  colour,  without  any  mat- 
ter to  defend  them,  except  a  little  ichor,^ 

or 
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or  watery  humour^  which  made  them  ex- 
quifitely  painful,  and  fo  tender,  that 
fcarcely  would  they  bear  the  mildeft  ap^ 
plication.  The  lips  were  hard  aild  rag- 
ged. Some  of  them  were  very  large,  o- 
thers  but  fmall ;  and,  viewed  fingly, 
might  eafily  have  been  miftaken  for  real 
cancers  ;  but  the  number  of  them,  fome- 
times  the  manner  of  their  coming  on, 
and  other  circcimflances,  foon  determined 
to  what  kind  of  difeafe  they  belonged. 

4,  It  has  been  known,  though  rarelf^ 
to  affect  the  bones,  but  never,  with  us, 
the  large  and  more  folid  ones.  Several  have 
loft  teeth  with  the  fockets ;  and  fome  of 
the  bones  of  the  cheeks  and  nofe  have 
come  away.  A  portion  of  the  aU  naji^ 
OT  gnjlly  part  of  the  nofe  ^  has  been  deftroy- 
ed  by  it. 

5.  When  it  affeded  the  lldn  only,  pe« 
netrating  no  deeper,  or  very  little,  it  ap- 
peared in  various  fhapes.  The  whole 
furface  of  the  body  has  been  obferved 
mottled  or  flecked^  of  a  dufky  copper-co^ 
lour,  or  dirty  red,  as  the  difcolouring?  of 
the  ijkin  in  this  difeafe  commonly  are. 
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Infants  of  the  month  have  had  a  rednefs 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  buttocks, 
thighs,  and  part  of  the  legs>  where  fome- 
times  it  terminates  abruptly  in  a  ring, 
and  has  been  fufpecled  for  the  difeafe. 
In  fome  of  thefe  there  was  an  inflamma- 
tion, and  watery  fhining  fwelling  of  the 
pudenda,  or  natural  parts,  A  more  cer- 
tain appearance  in  fuch  fabjedls  fome- 
what  older,  are  broad  red  patches,  as  large 
as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  over  all  the 
trunk,  as  well  as  limbs,  attended  with  in- 
flammation. A  clufter,  or  clufters,  of 
fmall  puftulcs  come  out ;  the  Ikln  grows 
dry  and  peels  off,  leaving  a  new  tender 
fkin  beneath ;  and  this  will  happen  a 
great  many  times,  fometimes  in  one  place, 
fometimes  in  another.  Scabby  eruptions 
were  often  met  with  on  the  fcalp,  fore- 
head, infide  of  the  thighs,  groins,  and 
parts  contiguous  ;  where  frequently  fmall 
hardneffes,  jufl:  within  the  Ikin,  caufed 
very  troublefome  itching.  Inflamma- 
tion, foreneffes,  and  excrefcences  about 
the  fundament  were  frequent.  It  has  ap^ 
peared  too  on  the  bread,  flioulders,  and 
B  elfewhere, 
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elfewliere,  as  a  herpes  exedens^  or  eating 
tetter  ;  healing  in  one  part  while  it  broke 
out  in  another  adjoining,  and  leaving 
great  deformity  of  the  fldn.  Of  late, 
fome  have  been  feen  with  tubercles,  or 
little  hard  knots^  upon  the  face,  pretty  nu- 
merouSj  in  figure  and  fize  refenabiing 
fmall-pox  at  the  height,  but  of  a  reddilli 
colour.  They  are  attended  with  great 
heat  and  tumor,  fo  as  fbmetimes  to  (hut 
up  the  eyes.  One  had  them  fpread  thick 
over  the  vv^hole  body  with  matter,  as  ia 
the  confluent  Ax.all-pox,  and  died  when 
the  fwelling  began  to  fubfide*  In  others, 
v/hen  not  fo  numerous,  they  gradually 
decay  without  coming  to  matter.  Some 
have  the  tuaiior  without  tubercles ;  the 
fcarf-fkin  throwing  off,  from  time  to 
time,  in  fine,  white,  net-like  flakes,  as 
focn  as  renewed.  From  fmall  bright  red 
ipots,  tubercles,  redder  than  thofe  juft 
mentioned,  are  produced.  Thefe  run  to- 
gether in  fome  places,  and  form  aflat 
fmooth  rifing,  which  now  becomes  of  the 
ufual  colour  of  the  fkin,  and  may  flights 
ly  ulcerate.     It  (hews  itfelf  likewife  in  a 
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foulnefs  of  the  face  of  different  kinds  ; 
fometimes  with  the  fame  fort  of  eruption 
over  all  the  body. 

There  are  other  appearances  ancL 
circumftances  not  fo  neceffary  to  be 
known,  as  they  may  be  thought  too  mi- 
nute, or  do  not  fo  generally  occur,  and 
therefore  are  omitted.  One  great  fymp- 
tom,  however,  muft  not  be  pafTed  over, 
which,  though  it  has  never  been  obferved 
here,  is  common  enough  in  other  places. 

6.  An  itchy  tetter,  or  ringworm, breaks 
out  in  a  round  form,  which,  by  fcratch- 
ing,  or  of  itfelf,  turns  raw,  and  does  not 
fcab,  but  oozes  an  ichorous  humour.  Iq 
a  fliort  time  a  fungus,  ov  jpungy  fubfiance^ 
fprouts  up,  much  hke  a  rafp  or  a  draw- 
berry,  elevated  one  half  above  the  furface, 
and,  when  fully  formed,  appears  as  if  fen 
in  a  focket  cut  in  the  flefh  exactly  to  re-- 
ceive  it. 

But  fometimes  the  fore  is  crufted  over 
with  a  black  fcab,  except  at  the  edges, 
where  there  is  a  crack  or  ring^  like  the 
line  of  feparation  betv^een  a  mortified 
and  a  found  part  \  from  which  the  fame 

fort 


(  12  ) 

fort  of  humour  is  conftantly  drilling.  By 
degrees  the  crack  enlarges  towards  the 
middle,  and  the  fcab,  puflied  off,  gives 
place  to  the  fungus  jufl:  now  defcribed. 
At  other  times  the  fpungy  excrefcences 
fucceed  a  dark  or  grey  fcarf,  refembling 
fome  kind  of  leprofy.  The  parts  are  ve- 
ry itchy,  and,  when  made  raw  by  fcratch* 
ing  or  otherwife,  the  flefti  is  allowed  to 
fprout. 

These  fores  occupy  every  part  of  the 
body,  and  many  of  them  are  feen  in  the 
fame  fubjed  at  the  fame  time.  But  the 
excrefcences  do  not  always  happen,  and 
feem  to  be  more  frequently  produced  in 
the  fore  that  never  fcabs,  than  in  the 
fcabby  or  fcaley  ones.  They  are  rather 
indolent  than  tender  to  the  touch  ;  and 
their  colour  is  not  remarkably  different 
from  that  of  the  fungus  of  other  fores> 
From  this  berry-like  riSng  in  the  vene- 
real fore,  the  difeafe  is  faid  to  be  denomi- 
nated the  SivvENs  ;  Sivven^  in  the  high- 
lands, being  a  common  name  for  a  ivild 

Hi- 
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Hitherto  the  difeafe  has  been  confi* 
ned  to  the  lower  ranks.  Some,  however, 
of  good  condition  have  loft  children  by 
it ;  and,  if  great  care  is  not  taken,  it  may 
find  a  way  into  the  beft  families.  The 
young  and  the  full  grown  are  equally  the 
fubjefts  of  this  infedion.  Thofe  of  more 
advanced  years  feem  lefs  liable  to  be  in- 
fedted.  The  fex^  from  their  tender 
frame,  and  children,  for  the  fame  reafon, 
are  moft  fufceptible  of  it. 

It  is  propagated  by  ufing  the  fame 
fpoons  and  knives,  and  wiping  with  the 
fame  cloth,  the  infedled  have  ufed,  with- 
out cleanfing  or  walhing  them  ;  drinking 
out  of  the  fame  glafs  or  cup  ;  fmoaking 
with  the  fame  pipe;  lleeping  with  the 
infected,  or  in  the  fame  bed-cloaths  they 
have  lain  in  ;  and  handling  their  fores  ; 
by  fucking  or  giving  fuck ;  fainting  or 
kifling  y  and  fondling  children,  or  feed- 
ing them  in  an  uncleanly  way.  Nor  is  it 
unlikely,  that,  in  certain  circumftances, 
the  breath  may  become  infedious. 

A  proof  that  the  difeafe  is  propagated 
chiefly  by   the  want   of  cleanlinefs,  is, 

that 
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that  it  has  never  got  footing  among  thoft 
of  better  fafliion,  nor  in  towns,  Vv^here^ 
except  with  the  very  loweft,  greater  clean- 
linefs  generally  takes  place.  Upon  in- 
quiry too,  no  certain  appearances  of  it 
are  difcovered  in  thofe  places  neareft  to 
"OS  of  the  neighbouring  kingdom,  fo  juft- 
]y  celebrated  for  cleanlineis.  Another 
proof  is,  that  fometimes  it  is  obferved  to 
become  more  frequent  after  autumn.  A 
company  of  reapers  is  made  up  of  very 
different  people,  brought  together  from 
all  parts.  They  eat  and  drink  promifcu* 
oufly  out  of  the  fame  cups  and  diflies  5 
and  a  few  fpoons  are  made  to  ferve  a 
good  many  by  putting  them  round  from 
one  to  another.  The  fame  is  done  with 
a  pipe  in  fmoaklng.  When  the  body  is 
warm.,  and  the  pores  open,  the  tender 
ikin  of  the  lips  and  mouth  is  mod  difpo- 
fed  to  receive  the  infedion,  which  the 
heat  in  labouring  will  render  more  aclive 
and  apt  to  be  communicated,  A  girl 
who  had  the  thrufn  to  a  great  degree,  at 
this  leafon,  fpread  the  difeafe  through  a 

whole 


(     15     ) 

whole  parifli  where  it  was  not  formerly 
known. 

1  n^  foregoing  defcription  of  the  dif-r 
temper  is  fo  plain,  that  no  body  of  com- 
mon difcernment  can  be  at  a  lofs  to  know 
it.  The  ways  by  which  it  is  communi- 
cated are  likewife  fo  obvious,  that  the  me- 
thods of  prevention  mufl  be  fo  too.  As 
prevention  is  the  principal  thing  in  view, 
a  few  hints  lliall  be  fuggefted  in  relation 
to  it.  Thefe  duly  attended  to,  may,  in 
time,  go  a  great  way  to  extinguifh  the  dif- 
eafe. 

All  mafters  and  miftreffes  of  families 
lliould  be  very  attentive  whom  they  re- 
ceive into  their  houfes  as  fervants.  Let 
them  be  fure  that  fuch  are  neither  infedl- 
ed  nor  have  had  any  communication 
with  infected  perfons  or  places.  It  be- 
longs to  them,  moreover,  in  their  fami- 
lies, to  enjoin  the  mofl:  cleanly  methods 
of  doing,  to  fet  an  example  themfelves, 
and  to  fee  that  their  injundlions  be  flrict- 
ly  obferved. 

Servants,  on  the  other  hand,  as  their 
bread  and   charaders  depend  upon  it, 

ought 
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oBght  in  all  refpedls  to  recommend 
themfelves  by  their  cleanlinefs  ;  avoiding 
carefully,  at  the  fame  time,  all  intercourfe 
with  perfons  and  places  where  there  is  the 
fmallefl:  danger  of  infedlion.  Any  fer- 
vantthat  comes  into,  or  remains  in  a  fa* 
mily,  having  the  diftemper  and  knowing 
it,  muft  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  crime,  as 
the  confequence  may  be  highly  injurious, 
and  even  fatal  to  others. 

Those  employed  in  harvefh-work,  ma- 
king hay,  or  preparing  feuel,  and  all  la- 
bourers eating  and  drinking  in  compa- 
nies, ihould  be  obliged  to  bring  along 
with  them  every  one  a  knife,  a  fpoon,  a 
dilh,  a  cup,  and  a  cloth  to  wipe  with. 
Inftead  of  eating  all  out  of  one  difli,  or 
drinking  out  of  the  fame  cup,  they  ought 
to  be  helped  in  a  decent  cleanly  manner, 
into  cups  and  difhes  of  their  own.  Let 
nobody  fmoak  with  a  pipe  that  has  been 
ufed  by  another. 

Such  as  keep  public-houfes  are,  in  a 
fpecial  manner,  bound  to  obferve  the 
greateft  cleanlinefs,  both  as  a  matter  of 
prudence  and  juftice.     It  is  expeded  of 

them, 
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{Hem,  that  they  are  never  to  ofFcr  to  one 
■What  has  been  ufed  by  another  in  eating, 
drinking,  or  otherwife,  till  it  is  thorough- 
ly cleaned  again.  And,  in  drinking-com- 
panies,  every  one  fhould  have  his  own 
glafs.  A  geatlerriari  obliged  to  do  bnii- 
nefs  in  2t  low  houfe,  by  drinking  out  of 
the  fame  cup  with  others,  caught  the  in- 
fedion,  and  had  almoft  been  ruined  be- 
fore he  knew  what  the  difeafe  was. 

Th  e  difagreeable  cuftom  of  lying  two^ 
in  one  bed  fhould  be  altogether  baniihed, 
tmiefs  the  perfons  are  v/ell  known  to  each. 
other* 

Those  who  put  ont  their  children  to 
tiurfe,  cannot  be  too  nice  in  inquiring 
into  the  characler  and  cleanlinefs  of  the 
perfons  to  whom  they  are  intrufted,  and 
the  condition  of  the  place  where  they 
live  with  refpedl  to  the  difeafe. 

The  very  uncleanly  method  of  feed- 
ing children,  fo  common  among  the 
meaner  fort,  ought  inftantly  to  be  forfa- 
ken,  as  it  is  a  likely  way  of  communica^ 
ting  the  infedlion,  and  more  fuired  to  the 
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fordid  condition  of  mere  barbarifm,  than 
the  manners  of  a  civilized  people. 

From  perpetaal  cuflom,  every  one 
claims  a  right  to  kifs  and  fondle  a  child. 
Nurfes,  and  all  who  have  the  charge  of 
bringing  up  children,  mud  be  extremely 
cautious  whom  they  admit  to  this  fami- 
liarity, and  pofitive  never  to  allow  it  to 
ftrangers,  efpecially  of  low  rank,  who, 
to  procure  favour,  are  often  forward  to 
fliew,  this  way,  an  afiedled  fondnefs. 

?vlucH  more  might  be  faid  with  re-* 
gard  to  cleanlinefs.  and  equally  neceffary 
to  be  obferved,  which  will  readily  occur 
to  thofe  who  have  any  tafte  for  it,  or  a 
fenfe  of  the  danger  to  which,  by  the  ne* 
gle6l  of  it,  they  are  expofed, 

ManTj  through  fear  of  fhame,  and  a 
criminal  modefty,  by  concealing  the  ma- 
lady, have  fuffered  it  to  go  a  great  length, 
to  their  ow^n  difquiet,  and  the  endanger- 
ing of  others.  In  a  lower  degree,  it  may 
lurk  in  the  body  a  long  time  harmlefe, 
till,  ftrengrhened  by  time  and  accidents, 
it  becomes  powerful  enorgh  to  infefl, 
even  before  there  are  any  certain  appear- 
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ances,  or  fufpicion  of  Its  exiflence.  Tins 
hath  often  been  the  occaGoa  of  much 
furprife,  as  well  as  uneafinefs,  both  to 
particulars,  and  in  families. 

Whenever, therefore,  any  figns  of  it 
are  diTcovered,  thofe  who  are  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  have  received  the  infeftion,  if 
they  regard  their  own  fafety,  or  the  fafe- 
ty  of  others,   are  earneftly  advifed  to  ap- 
ply, without  lofs  of  time,   to  the  proper 
hands  for  a  cure.     In  milder  cafes,  a  few 
dofes  of  mercurial  phyfic,  and  fome  ex- 
ternal applications   of  the   fame  nature, 
may  fo  far  weaken  the  fymptoms,  as   to 
promife  a  cure  ;   and,  if  the  infection  has 
not  got  beyond  the  lips,  poffibly  may  da- 
ftroy  it.     But,  for  the  moft  part,  the  di^ 
ftemper,    fooner  or  later,  returns,    with 
greater  force  perhaps,  or  in  a  w:orfe  form. 
Experience   fliews,    that  it   is    proof   a* 
gainft   all    fuch    flight   adminiftrations ; 
and  not  to  be  eradicated  but  by  a  regular 
courfe  of  medicine,  judicioufly  adapted 
to  the  feveral  degrees  and  circumitances 
pfit. 

The 


The  rnetKod  of  cure  cilfFers  nothing 
from  that  commonly  pratfclfed  in  vene- 
real cafes.  Mercury,  given  a  longer  or 
lliorter  time/  feldom  fails  to  remove  the 
diflemper.  High  falivation  is  not  need- 
ful. Large  dofes  of  this  remedy,  and 
much  fpitting,  unneceillirily  fatigue  and 
esihauft  the  patient.  If  the  mouth  is  fore 
and  watery,  and  kept  at  this  pitch  a 
proper  time,  a  proper  c^uantity  of  the 
mercury  being  thrown  in,  it  is  fuincient. 
Under  fuch  a  managem.ent  of  it,  the  fick 
may  live  in  a  cooler  v/ay ;  becaufe  much 
Karmth  is  always  hurtful. 

In  higher  degrees  of  the  diflemper,  in- 
deed, the  remedy  muft  be  given  in  great- 
er quantity,  or  continued  longer,  to  have 
an  adequate  eiiedl.  that  isj  to  produce  a 
free  iaiivation  ;  and,  even  after  that,  fom^^ 
fymptoms  may  remaine 

TiiFsE  are  to  be  carried  off  by  time, 
in  the  ufe  cf  the  iEthiopic  piil,  farfapa- 
rilla,  and  the  hke.  Such  as  cannot  afford 
the  farfapaiillaj  may  ufe  a  decoction  of 
the  woods,  or  that  of  bardana;  which 
laft  is  very  nt  to  be  drank  during;  the 

courfe 
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^purfe  of  the  mercury.  The  remains  of 
a  fore  throat,  sind  other  external  ills,  re- 
quiring it,  yield  to  a  fumigation  of  cin- 
nabar cautioufly  employed-  The  afxec- 
tions  purely  of  the  Ikin  were  treated  with 
^:?aercuriai  ointments  and  water. 

To  younger  children,  the  mercurius  al' 
cd:fatiis  v/as  given  once  or  twice  a  day, 
according  to  age,  and  other  circumftan- 
ces ;  purging  now  and  then  to  divert  it 
from  the  mouth,  if  it  had  a  tendency 
that  way.  The  farfaparilla  likewife  was 
diredled  to  thefe,  if  they  would  take  it ; 
^nd  the  unguentum  citrinum  to  be  rubbed 
iipon  fcabs,  excrefcencies,  or  any  foul 
fore. 

The  folution  pf  the  corrofive  fubii- 
mate  has  often  been  tried,  allowing  th<3 
patient  to  go  abroad,  but  not  with 
the  defired  efFea.  Among  the  lower 
people,  it  is  hardly  poiuble  to  prevent  ir- 
regularities, and  keep  them  to  a  method, 
without  abfolute  confinement.  When 
they  fubmitted  to  this,  calomel  was  al- 
ways ufed,  and  fometimes  the  undtioa 
along  with  it.     The  fublimate,  however. 
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may  be  ufeful  to  fubdue  the  remains  of 
the  difeafe,  and  as  an  external  application. 

Mercury,  if  poilible,  ought  never  to 
be  adminiftered,  but  under  the  immedi- 
ate infpedion  of  a  per  Ion  of  jfkill ;  be- 
cauie  the  patient,  by  his  own  milinanage- 
ment,  may  bring  himielf  into  danger ;  or, 
upon  a  flight  amendment,  give  over  the 
courfe  before  the  curt  is  perfeded  ;  and 
an  imperfefl  cure  gives  afterwards  a 
great  deal  of  trouble.  All  the  fymptoms 
appearing  again,  another  courfe  of  the 
medicine  becom.es  necefTary  j  but  now  it 
will  not  have  fuch  a  certain  and  ipeedy 
cfFeft,  as  the  body  has  been  accuftomed 
to  the  ufe  of  it. 

Some  very  unaccountable  notions  have 
been  held  concerning  tiiis  malady,  and 
pradices  indulged,  of  which  every  one 
ihould  be  apprifed  and  aware,  as  they 
have  a  manifefl  tendency  to  propagate 
the  diftemper^  and  greatly  increafe  the 
xnalignity  of  it.  It  is  imagined,  that  the 
difeafe  cannot  be  {o  eafily  and  compleat- 
iy  cured  as  when  it  appears  in  the  form 
pffcabs,   fores,  eruptions,  and  the  like 

dif. 
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diford^rs  :  for,  by  fuch  methods,  fay  they, 
naru. e  throws  out  the  matter  of  the  dif- 
eale ;   which    upon  this  prefumptlon,  is 
negleded  in  its  milder  ftates,  and  allow- 
ed to  run  on  to  a  more  dangerous  height. 
It  is  imagined  farther,  that  one  may  get 
rid   of  it  by  giving   it  to  another ;  and 
that  its  vigour  decreafes  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  perfons  through  whom  it 
pafles.      But,    which    is  ftill   worfe,   be- 
caufe  highly  criminal  in  conduct,  the  in- 
fecSled  often  finding   themfelves  unjuftly 
reproached,  avoided,  and  perhaps  forfa- 
ken,  are  exafperated,  and  enjoy  a  malici- 
ous pleafure  when  they  can  involve  others 
in  the   fame  calamity.     Nothing  furely 
can  be  more  foolifn,  abfurd,  and  wicked. 
When    we   confider  the  nature  of  it, 
the   difagreeable  circumftances   that   at- 
tend it,  the  many  ways  it  may  be  com* 
municated,    how   contagious    it   is>    and 
difficult  (ometimes  to  fubdiie,  a  difeafe  of 
fuch  a  kind  is  j  a  illy,  no  doubt,  to  be  dread- 
ed.    Innocent  fiifferers,  however,  v/retch- 
ed  enough   already^  fhould  not  be  made 
mere  fo,   andj   from  an  undue  folicitude 

for 
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tor  ourfelves,  or  an  hard  opinion  of  themg' 
denied  the  common  offices  of  humanity. 
On  the  contrary,  thofe  concerned  ought 
tenderly  to  afford  them  the  afliftance  of 
which  they  (land  fo  much  in  need,  iif 
order  to  alleviate  their  diftrefs,  and  bring 
it  fooner  to  an  end,  which  may  be  done 
without  any  danger.  A  liccle  attention 
in  point  of  cleanlinefs,  as  experience 
proves,  will  be  a  fecurity  againft  it. 
Were  fuch  a  condudl  always  obferved  to- 
ward them,  many,  who  now  induftriouf- 
ly  conceal  it,  would  readily  difcover  their 
misfortune,  and  feek  a  cure,  whichj= 
with  kindly  fympathy,  every  one  fhoulJ 
be  encouraged  to  do.  By  this  means 
the  number  of  infecled  would  daily  di"* 
miniih,  and  much  infedlion  be  prevent- 
ed. 

A  very  hurtful  pradlice  has  obtained 
with  fome.  Vitriol,  and  other  drying 
things,  are  applied  to  rawnefies,  fcabs, 
tetter,  and  excrefcencies ;  by  which,  in- 
deed, they  may  frequently  be  healed. 
But  the  matter  thus  repelled,  and  mixed; 
tv^th  the  humorSj    will  caufe   great  di- 

fturbance 


(    ^s   f 

ffiiirbance  la  the  body,  or  break  one  a- 
gain  fome  where  eHe,  in  another  fliape, 
and  with  more  violence.  One  havlng^ 
a  flight  rawnefs  o£  a  finger,  handled  an 
infedlious  fore,  not  knowing  it  to  be  fo. 
The  part  put  on  a  bad  appearance. 
Great  pains  were  taken  to  heal  it  ^  but 
the  confequence  was  a  fore  throat,  hoarfe- 
nefs,  tumor,  and  ulcerations.  This 
has  happened  to  others  from  the  fame 
caufe,' 

The  information  now  given  is  writ- 
ten at  the  defire  of  fome  who  are  much. 
afFecled  with  the  unhappy  fituation 
of  the  people  in  many  places  5  and  with 
a  defign,  that  all  being  acquainted  of 
the  danger,  may  heartily  unite  their  en- 
deavours to  put  a  flop  to  the  progrefs  of 
fo  grievous  a  malady  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  fo  difgraceful,  as  naftinefs  is  the 
chief  caufe  of  its  continuance  and  in- 
creafe.  The  infedled,  except  in  higher 
cafes,  arC;  by  a  proper  method,  eafily 
cured.  Prevention,  however,  is  the  fure 
way  to  extirpate  the  diftemper  5  and  no- 
D  thing 
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thing  elfe  can  avail.  Ic  Is  greatly  to  be 
wiflied,  therefore,  that  the  prefent  and 
Tery  preiling  neceffity  may  be  a  fpeedy 
means  of  promoting  a  more  general  fy- 
fteml  of  cleanlinefs  among  thofe  of  cer- 
tain ftations  who  are  well  known  to  be  de- 
fiqient  in  this  matter,  and  effedtually 
prompt  them  to  it :  Their  peace  and 
fafety,  their  intereft  and  reputation,  and 
the  public  welfare,  are  all  connected 
with  it.  But,  if  the  cautions  and  advice 
here  offered,  with  the  mofl  friendly  in- 
tention,  fhall  notwithftanding  be  over- 
looked, or  totally  difregarded,  miferable 
muil  be  the  condition  of.  many  1  Still 
gaining  ftrength,  the  difeafe  will  take 
deeper  root  in  the  conflitution ;  grow  ob- 
ftinate  to  remedies ;  difFufe  itfelf  more 
univerfally ;  and  really  become,  or  get 
pofleilion  fo  early  as  to  appear,  hereditary. 
It  will  continue  the  plague  of  this  gene- 
ration, and  be  tranfmitted,  with  every, 
circumflance  of  virulence,   to    pofterity* 
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